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N°. XX. 

Memoir on the Subject of a new Plant, growing in Penn- 
Jylvania, particularly in the Vicinity of Philadelphia^ 
by Mr. Beauvois. 

ReadAuguft A MONG the many obfervations I have 
*i, i79J- j[~^ hitherto made on the natural productions 
of this country, there is one which appears worthy of 
being prefented to you. This I do after having often 
repeated my obfervations on the plant both in the fields 
and in my own chamber, where I have preferved it thefe 
two months. 

The firft time I faw this plant, was near Wilmington 
in a ditch continually wet, fince which I have found it 
between Reading and Pottfgrove, and latterly near this 
city, where it is very common, growing as it were under 
our eyes ; we trample it under our feet ; the cattle feed 
greedily on it, and yet it is unknown among botanifts, 
none of whom having publifhed any defcription of it. 
Whether it pofTefles any medicinal virtues or not I cannot 
fay. I have many times tailed it, and always found it 
infipid. 

Although the filence of botanifts on fo common a 
plant, authorifes me to prefent it to you as a difcovery of 
my own, yet I fhall not attach fo high a value to the 
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pretended merit of being the firft difcoverer of any pro- 
duction to which chance might as well have diiected the 
fteps of the moft ignorant as thofe of the moft learned 
naturalifts, as to withhold from you any thing I know 
relative to the fubject. Dr. Barton, with whom I fpoke 
on my return from Wilmington, informed me that Mr. 
Muhlenberg had mentioned it in his catalogue of plants, 
under the name of Ixia followed by ? that it has fince 
been fent to England to Mr. Smith, by the name of Bar- 
tonia clandeftina, that this Engliih botanift thinks it a 
new genus. Probably it has been but imperfectly ex- 
amined by thofe who fent it to Mr. Smith, fince they 
themfelves furname it clandeftina. Nor has Mr. Smith 
himfelf publifhed any defcription thereof. We may then 
regard it as a new plant not defcribed in any work. 

In my opinion, this plant mould be placed in the fame 
clafs with the Pontederia, to which it feems very nearly 
related in the natural order. I will not hefitate then to 
place it with the Narcifli, clafs III. order VII. according 
to Juffieu's method. But this naturalift has himfelf feen 
the genus Pontederia, as well as many others, which he 
has defignated as not having a perfect affinity with the 
narcifli, genera narcifjis non omnino affinia, ought to be 
feparated from them ; and that he only places them thus 
until their proper order fhall be determined, donee horum 
verus ordo conjliterit, I fhall only then, at prefent, fhow 
the place of the new plant I have the honour to prefent 
you. It cannot be claffed with the narciffi, for it is want- 
ing in one of their principal characters, viz. that of ha- 
ving fix ilamina. The difference in the number of 
ftamina has not however, Gentlemen, determined me to 
make a new genus of it inftead of uniting it with the 
pontederia ; for if it only differed from it in this refpect, 
it might as well belong to the pontederia, as the Valeriana 
rubra, calcitrapa, and cornucopia, to the Valeriana, the two 
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firft having but one ftamen and the third but two, three 
being the proper number in the Valeriana. But the plant 
in quefHon is materially different in other refpedts. lit, 
in the constantly unequal proportion of its ftamina. d, 
in its corolla, and 3d, in the form of its feed. 

However the moft remarkable character of all, is to 
be found in the proportion of its ftamina, always to the 
number of three, the two fmaller of which are drawn 
together by a round yellow anthera inferted at the orifice 
of the tube ; and are always fheltered as it were by a dif- 
ferent divifion of the larger ones, coloured more internally 
than the others at its bafe, which may be regarded as a 
fort of nedtarium ; the third ftamen is longer, having the 
fame point of infertion, but oppofite to the two others. Its 
anthera is oblong of a dirty white. All the three ftamina 
are fertile. This very particular character has determined 
me to make a new genus of the plant, at the fame time 
it has furniflied me with a name that appears perfectly 
applicable, Heterandra. I would willingly have conti- 
nued the name of Bartonia, by which I am told it was 
fent to England, in honour of Dr. Barton, whofe know- 
ledge and zeal in the ftudy of nature are already known 
to you ; but, befides that I have always thought the 
names of men no ways applicable to plants, it appears 
to me more proper to give it fuch a name as may defig- 
nate the particular character which eflentially diftin- 
guifhes this plant from all others. Formerly, and even 
now, we are ftill in the habit of giving proper names that 
are void of fignification to plants. If this cuftom had 
gone no farther than ufing the names of thofe men who 
have been ufeful to fcience it might have been tolerated ; 
but now that pretenders to fcience claim the fame honour, 
it is unworthy the attention of men renowned for their 
genius and works. In fact, was it neceffary that the 
names of Hippocrates, Tournefort, Linnaeus, Juflieu, 
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and many others, fhould be given to plants in order to be 
tranfmitted to posterity ? Or was it proper that fuch men 
fhould be clafled with thofe who hardly know botany by 
name, and yet have their names given to plants ? The 
word Heterandra fignifies two different kinds of ftamina. 
I finifh this memoir by a comparative defcription of 
this plant and the pontederia, which will enable you to 
decide on the juftice of my obfervations, and may aflift 
naturalifts in fixing its proper place in the natural order. 

Defcription of the Pontederia, ac- ! Defcription of the Heterandra. 
cording to Linnaus. 



Spatha communis, oblonga 
latere dehifcens. 

Corolla (calix Juflieu) mono- 
petala, bipartita, tubulofa, la- 
bium fuperius reftum, tripar- 
titum, exterius sequale. Labium 
inferius reflexum, tripartitum la- 
ciniis aequalibus. 



Stamina, filamenta fex corollas 
inferta, quorum tria fubulata, 
longiora ori tubi corolla?, tria 
reliqua bafi ejufdem tubi inferta. 
Anthera? ere&a?, oblonga?. 



Piftillum germen oblongum 
inferum aut fuperum. Stylus 
femplex, declinatus, ftigma craf- 
fiufculum. 

Capfula carnofa, conica, api- 
ce lato inflexo, trilocularis, tri- 
angularis, trifulca. 

Semina fubrotunda, plurima. 



Spatha, ut in Pontederia, 
ex utriculo foliorum egrediens. 

Corolla (calix Juflieu J mo- 
nopetala, fexfida, fubbipartita, 
tubulofa, infera, labium fupe- 
rius tripartitum, lacinia inter- 
media major, interior bafi co- 
lorata, ne&arii a?mula j labium 
inferius tripartitum, lacinia in- 
termedia auguftior, reflexa. 

Stamina, filamenta tria co- 
rolla? inferta, quorum duo mi- 
nora approximata ad bafm laci- 
nia? ne&arii asmuli, anthera? 
fulva? rotunda?, altera longitu- 
dine ftyli diftans, anthera ob- 
longa pallida. 

Piftillum, germen ejufmodi 
fed femper fuperum. 



Capfula, oblonga, trigona, tri- 
locularis a latere dehifcens. 

Semina oblonga utriufque ob- 
tufa, plurima. 

The 
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The annexed figure reprefents the other particularities 
and fpecific characters of the plant, which I fhall call 
Heterandra reniformis. 

(Signed) BEAUVOIS. 



n°. xx r. 

A Letter from Colonel Winthrop Sargent, to Dr. 
Benjamin Smith Bart on , accompanying Drawings 
andfome Account of certain Articles ', which were taken out 
of an ancient 'Tumulus ', or Grave, in the JVeJlern-Country. 

Cincinnati, N. W. Territory, Sep. 8th, 1794. 

Read May T HAVE the pleafure, my dear Sir, to tranfmit 
so, 1796. J[ y OU a drawing of fome matters more extra- 
ordinary than have heretofore come under my obferva- 
tion, in all the refearches into the antiquities of this coun- 
try. The multiplicity of my avocations leaves not leifure 
for more than rough delineations ; and you mull be con- 
tented to receive them in this ftyle. I poffefs all the ori- 
ginals, and intend by fome fafe conveyance prefenting 
them to the Philofophical Society, fhould they believe 
them of importance enough for a depofit of my difpo- 
fition to promote the purpofes of their institution. The 
drawing, perhaps, is too imperfect to ftand theteft of cri- 
ticifm, and it might not be prudent to hazard it to their 
view. Your judgment, however, mould govern.* 

It may be proper to add, that the body with which this 
collection was interred, was found lying in- nearly a hori- 
zontal pofition, about five feet from the furface of the 

* Since the date of this letter, the Philofophical Society have received 
the articles. From comparing them with the drawings, it appears that the 
latter are, in general, fufficiently correct. B. S. B. 
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